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This comprehensive examination of the role of Irish Republican women 
throughout the development of Sinn Fein spans a century of challenges 
and sustained commitment to the realization of an independent Ireland.

The role of women in Sinn Fein has been consistent yet varied—often 
in a supportive capacity simply below the surface, but Sinn Fein women 
have not been just behind the scenes or in the shadows. Republican 
women may have been foot soldiers in the movement, but they have 
also been generals leading the command for equality.

Even though the role of women within Sinn Fein has been consistent 
and persistent, many historical books seem to be unaware of the 
contributions of women in the struggle for Irish independence. Whilst 
the important events in Irish history are retold with the precision worthy 
of mythical legends, the legacy of Republican women seems to be 
reduced to an obscure footnote. In this book, deconstructing the images 
of Irish women and demonstrating the significant responsibilities of a 
female foot soldier within Sinn Fein will profile a general overview of 
the duties performed by the Republican woman.

Whether overt or covert, these Republican women have been seen 
as agents of rebellion and social action. Strong, determined, and 
principled, Republican women have played an integral role in the 
political development of an independent Ireland. In a centennial review 
of the legacy of the women of Sinn Fein, this book seeks to raise 
awareness of the footnoted foot soldiers and their lasting contributions. 
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